
Message from the Principal ...  

News from Student Guidance and Careers Department  

Strategic Management, 

Dean, University of 

Wolverhampton Business 

School. We were also joined 

by Jonathan Moore of the 

University of Liverpool who 

gave a very lively 

presentation about Student 

Finance.   

We have had a successful 

round of UCAS applications 

and have processed 544 

applications since 

September.  

In February we held our first 

ever Progression Evening. 

Although not an entirely new 

event it was the first one in 

this particular format and was 

an amalgamation of the 

Careers Fair and the HE 

evening. Nearly 40 

companies and organisations 

were represented. 

We were happy to welcome 

as one of our speakers a 

Governor of the College, 

Dominic Wilson, Professor of 

In July, students will be 

visiting an HE Fair at 

Birmingham University.  This 

is an excellent opportunity 

students to talk to a range of 

Universities about the 

courses on offer. Feedback 

from students who have taken 

up this opportunity in previous 

years suggests most have 

found it useful. Details of the 

trip will be available to 

students after Easter. 
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three different scientific 

experts who have 

spoken about the 

Scientists in Antarctica, 

Chemistry Flashes and 

Bangs, and Genetic 

engineering. Within 

English we have been 

looking for budding 

journalists, and two of 

our students have been 

selected by the editor of 

the Shropshire Star to 

have their articles 

included in a future 

edition. 

On 30 March we are 

inviting four candidates 

for the Shrewsbury 

constituency in the 

General Election to talk 

to and be questioned by 

the students. We are 

delighted that Daniel 

Kawczynski MP, Dr 

Charles West, Jon 

Tandy, and Alan 

Whittaker have agreed to 

take part. Two students 

will be taking the Chair in 

the style of David 

Dimbleby and I am sure 

Welcome to the Spring 

Edition of the SSFC 

Newsletter. 

This is a particularly busy 

and important time of 

year. Students have 

recently received their 

January Module results 

for their AS and/or A level 

courses. Over 25% of 

entries were grade A and 

over 65% were grades A-

C. Entries in AS and A 

level were made in 28 

different subjects and 

there were over 3000 

entries. For some 

students these results will 

be re-assuring and for 

others it will be a 

reminder of the additional 

work that is needed to 

make the transition from 

GCSE to AS or AS to A2.  

The college is really keen 

to support learners and to 

encourage them to 

continue with their 

studies.  We offer subject 

support for students who 

would like or one to one 

advice. Some students 

will want to re-sit modules 

in the summer to improve 

their grades. If, as a 

parent you would like to 

understand more about 

this process please e-mail 

the college on 

parents@ssfc.ac.uk  

Students and staff have 

been heavily involved in a 

range of exciting 

activities.  

The Politics students 

have returned from a trip 

to Washington, and the 

French students from 

Paris. These are the kind 

of experiences that we 

hope that will inspire 

students to work even 

harder and maybe shape 

their futures.  

Within college we have 

been delighted to invite 

that we all wish them 

well. 

As from 1 April, Sixth 

Form Colleges will be in 

separate educational 

sector under the strategic 

direction of the Local 

Authority. To celebrate 

this event on 21 April in 

London there will be a 

formal launch. The 

college Jazz band, Big 

Band and Sadie Beth 

Holder have been invited 

to perform at the 

ceremony. We are all 

very proud that they have 

been asked to represent 

what is good in the Sixth 

Form College Sector and 

we wish them well.  

Students have just 

completed the most 

recent progress review 

with their teachers. Year 

1 students will receive a 

summary report at the 

end of March, but if you 

wish to contact us 

sooner, please do not 

hesitate.     

Martin Ward  



This is no ordinary story. This is a story of a 
foreign land, exhibition and anti-segregation. This 
is the story of 63 English men and women in 
Washington, DC ... 

Blog :  Washington  by  James Ashford  

To be in DC, we had to get 
to DC. The journey was 
one rich with anticipation. 
Arriving at Heathrow, we 
gathered into groups and 
began discussing with zeal 
what the next week had in 
store. We were expecting 
around 15 students from 
the Queen Elizabeth  
College, Darlington. After a 
short while, they came  
towards us. Two young 
men were wearing top 
hats. 

We had the privilege of 
meeting Bernie Sanders. 
The most progressive 
member of Congress, an 
independent and the only 
one to call himself a  
socialist, he was well 
received by our liberal 
gaggle of students. We 
discussed Obama, third 
parties and most of all - 
healthcare. Anywhere you 
go in Washington, and 
probably America, you will 
talk about healthcare.  

After we split from Bernie, 
we headed to the 
Washington Monument. 
Quite high up, some nice 
views. Got some snaps out-
side Barack's crib and 
headed back to the hotel. 

Wednesday was a gas. 
Drifted round the Capitol 
[sic] Building. Went to go 
see Abe, who was chilling 
out. Recreated the old I 
Have a Dream speech and 
that scene out of Forrest 
Gump. 

Monday Tuesday 

Wednesday  

Talk today from the  

National Abortion  

Federation. All very lovely,  

rational, intelligent people. 

 

Went to the  

National Museum of 

American History.  

óForcedô to play one of the 

Greensboro sit-in  

protesters. 

Thursday was an 
educational day. Saw a  
debate between the 
Coalition to Stop Gun 
Violence and the National 
Rifle Association. Being 
the afore mentioned liberal 
ragamuffins, Glen Caroline 
of the NRA got more than 
his fair share of the 
questions. Although we 
were surprised to hear that 
Ladd Everitt of CSGV saw 
shooting intruders in his 

home as an acceptable 
option. Next we saw Hilary 
Shelton, Director of the 
Washington Bureau of the 
NAACP, probably the nicest 
man I have ever met. Ever. 
We went to the Supreme 
Court. We nipped over to 
the House/Senate where we 
had gallery tickets. Nothing 
happened, although I did  
get a young man to wave at 
me. We were asked to leave 
soon after.  
 

Thursday  Friday  

Saturday was a solemn 
day. Visited the Arlington 
National Cemetery in Vir-
ginia, home to the Ken-
nedy graves and Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. I got 
a bit too into the changing 
of the guard and began  
singing The Star Spangled 
Banner. Emotions were 
running high so we went to 
Georgetown for some 
therapy of the retail kind. 
Bought a few 'threads' and 
tried out my cute British 
accent. 

In the evening we went to 
the Capital City Brewing 
Company, where we  
presented Dave, our be-
loved teacher and leader, a 
book on Lenin to rapturous 
applause. I made a speech 
that reduced several people 
to tears. 

 

putting into place. Went to 
some museums in the 
afternoon, Natural History, 
Air and Space and nipped 
in to the National Art 
Gallery, where Liam 
wandered around asking 
quite aggressively 'where 
the Mozarts' were. No hint 
of irony.  Re-grouped 
opposite the Capitol. 

And so, the week drew to 
an end. We journeyed to 
the airport, exhausted but 
fulfilled. Cracked a few 
jokes, got a cavity search. 
Got on a plane, plane 
landed, got driven home on 
a coach. 

I'd say that was that.. but 
there's so much that I can't 
even begin to explain.  

An incredible week. 

Visited and heard a speech 
from the Democratic  
National Committee (also 
known as the 'we love 
Obama whatever he does 
even if that is nothing' 
Committee). They got a bit 
shirty after a few students, 
myself included, 
lampooned Obama for 
running on a much more 
progressive platform than 
the programme he was 

Saturday  

What a day. National  
Holocaust Museum in the 
morning. Very harrowing. 
In the afternoon we visited 
the Potomac Mills  
shopping mall.  

Sunday 

Monday 

During December our 
Young Enterprise 
company, SelfScribe , 
got a kick start in trading 
by hosting the 
Christmas raffle which 
was a great success as 
we managed to raise 
£169 for our company 
and to cover our £80 
registration fee.  

We are now providing a 
service which involves 
selling Sixth Form 
hoodies to those who 
donôt get the opportunity 
to purchase them, and 
so far it has proved 
popular . 

The company has had 
its ups and downs as 
our team has gradually 
got smaller over the few 
months we have been 
functioning, however we 
found that this has 
worked to our 
advantage as we have 
an efficient, motivated 
team who work well 
together; we have 
excelled over the past 
two months 
considerably. 

We were involved in a 
trade fair on the 6th 
March at which we were 
approached by another 
school who are 
interested in using our 
business; this is 
fantastic as we plan to 
expand beyond SSFC. 

Millie Evans -  
Managing Director of 

SelfScribe  

SelfScribe - 

Young Enterprise  



Lingua Latina  

Latin is certainly not a 

language as dead as 

dead can be at SSFC! 

Classical Civilisation 

students have been of-

fered the opportunity 

to learn Latin even though the subject itself does 

not require any need to learn the language. Two of 

the current A2 students, Alex Hill and Patrick 

Reedy have offered to teach current students a 

short course in basic Latin using the Cambridge 

Latin Project books. Alex and Patrick have learned 

the language before and both hold a GCSE in the 

subject and volunteered to teach others. In fact 

Patrick is so interested in the language, heõs cur-

rently writing his extended project about the ad-

vantages that Latin will bring to learners as it is the 

basis of many European languages including our 

own. 

Survey - School Sixth 

Forms in Shrewsbury  

You may be aware that a small 

number of local schools are 

consulting on the proposal to set 

up a joint Sixth Form. We are 

interested in the views of our 

current parents, not only on this 

particular issue but on the quality 

of the service that we currently 

offer. To this end you will find 

enclosed with this newsletter a 

questionnaire which we would 

like you to complete. There is a 

pre-paid envelope in which you 

can return your views. Thank 

you very much for your 

participation in this important 

survey. 

New - Celebrating 

Achievement Event  

Thursday 29 April sees the 

introduction of a new and 

exciting event in the college 

calendar. Our new Celebrating 

Achievement Evening (7pm- 

10pm) will take place at the 

Theatre Severn in Shrewsbury. 

The evening will be a mixture of 

awards for current students, and 

the opportunity to see the 

variety of talents and breadth of 

understanding of our students. 

Tickets have been made available 

for award winners and nominees. 

A number of tickets may be 

available after 19th April. 

Contact lctr@ssfc.ac.uk for 

further details. 

Celebrate a Centenary 

with us ..  

On Wednesday 14 July there is 

to be a òTea and Touró to 

celebrate 100 years of the Main 

Building. Built in 1910 it housed 

the Priory School for boys; 

became the grammar school and 

then in 1981 became the home 

for Shrewsbury Sixth Form 

College. The event will give an 

opportunity for staff and 

students, old and new to get 

together to celebrate the many 

faces and phases of the building. 

If you are interested in joining us 

at this event please contact 

Laurina Rushworth on 

lctr@ssfc.ac.uk or through 

college reception. You will find 

further interesting facts about 

the building, and students 

through the ages by going to our 

website www.ssfc.ac.uk. 
Successful and popular trips organised by the English department so far this year include ôA 

Streetcar Named Desireõ (Sept. London), ôA Winterõs Taleõ (Sept. Stratford upon Avon), ôAll 

My Sonsõ (Oct. Bolton), ôWar Horseõ, ôOliverõ, (Dec. London), Doctor Faustus (Feb. London), 

and ôPride and Prejudiceõ ( Feb. Theatre Severn). See some student comments below: 
 

ôThis was a great opportunity to see a contemporary and imaginative interpretation of one of 

our A-level texts: Marlowe's Doctor Faustus. The show was full of energy, originality and men 

in suits. Director Joss Bennathan conveyed Mephistopheles's devilishly passive eyes and 

Faustus's eternal downfall in an incredibly successful light.  Harriet Davies and Josh Hughes. 
 

Rebecca: ôI'm so glad I went to see Pride and Prejudice at Theatre Severn. It was really 

helpful as it allowed me to experience the story as a whole, thus, giving me a 

greater understanding of the novel.õ 

Alex: ôGreat display of talent, it really brought the book alive.õ 

Jennifer: ôThe performance of ôPride and Prejudiceõ was very entertaining and funny, especially 

the portrayal of Mr and Mrs Bennet. Also, Mr Darcy was very good looking! The trip was fun, 

as well as helping me understand the novel more. It was interesting to see another adaptation 

of the novel.õ 

Alice: ôReally valuable opportunity to see a different adaptation. The added humorous 

elements gave a new meaning to many aspects of the novel.õ 

English Dept news ...  

News from The White House  

The White House is available to all students 

Monday to Friday until 3.30pm as a social area, 

where student council are based and various other 

activities are run by students to raise money and 

awareness of issues throughout the year. You will 

also find Wendy [Youth Support Worker] on hand 

to help in any way with students concerns and with 

an empathetic ear ensuring confidentiality. There is 

a wide range of information available and if you canõt find what you are looking for please ask, 

we will endeavour to find it for you. Suggestions for information to provide or activities to 

run always welcomed.  

The CHAT Service (Confidential Help and Advice for Teenagers) is in Priory Lodge every 

Friday between 12 and 3pm for students seeking help and advice with relationships, 

contraception and sexual health issues. Tests will be available for Chlamydia, pregnancy and 

STIõs. The service is fully confidential, all welcome, no appointment necessary.  

Currently alongside Wendy in The White House you will find Jen, a student on placement 

from Glyndwr University where she is doing a degree in Youth and Community Studies. 

During March Jen will be running workshops on employment, tax and benefits and would 

encourage all students to talk to her before this about their own employment experiences. 

Whatõs new in Sport & Rec 

Sarah Ralphs is the collegesõ FESCO ð 

Further Education Sport Co-ordinator. 

Since starting at the college, Sarah, 

alongside the Sports & Rec team, has 

organised many different opportunities 

for students to keep fit, train and have 

fun. These activities are available for all 

students (and even staff!)  

Archery 

Canoing 

Handball 

Triathalon Club 

Fencing 

Self Defence 

Street & Hip Hop Classes 

Thereõs even a new Equestrian Club! 
 

Keep an eye on Moodle for more info 



Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet Street, is the 

production of choice from Simon Talbot and his team. 

The music and lyrics are by Stephen Sondheim and this student 

edition has been adapted, working directly with Mr. Sondheim, 

to retain the dark wit and grand scope of the original work, with 

a few lyric and key changes.  

It is described as óSophisticated, macabre, visceral and 

uncompromising. Nevertheless having a great sense of fun, 

with intense drama being mixed with howlingly funny moments 

of dark humour: audiences will find themselves laughing 

hysterically one moment and gasping in surprise the next.ô  

Martin Ward says óAfter last yearôs huge success with Les 

Misérables I feel certain that we have something equally good 

to carry on the tradition that has been  established for top-class 

music and drama. I hope that you will support the staff and 

students. I can promise a fantastic night out!ô 

Tickets are available from boxoffice@ssfc.ac.uk or by calling 

the college on 01743 235491 

College Production for 2010 is é Sweeney Todd 

A group of 16 students (15 studying Spanish and 1 Travel and Tourism) and 2 
members of staff visited Madrid. During the four days, students had the opportunity 
to practice their Spanish as well as visit art museums, the Royal Palace, the 
Spanish Parliament and other places of interest. They sampled traditional Spanish 
food and night life. Students were also witness to the official bestowing of 9 new 
ambassadors to Spain with all its pomp and circumstance as all officials were in 
their 18th century regalia. 

Sophie Mawhinney scored the highest marks of all the students in England and Wales 
who sat the WJEC A Level in both French and Spanish. Obviously an outstanding 
achievement. She is now pursuing her language studies at Cambridge University. 

In early March 20 students spent 6 days in Paris. The trip included visits to 
Fontainebleau, the Mus®e dôOrsay and Fragonard perfume museum and coach and 
boat tours of the city of Paris. Students also had plenty of free time to explore the city 
and practise their language skills. The last day of the visit was spent at Disneyland Paris. The trip replaced 
the Collegeôs annual French Exchange which was cancelled by the French school this year due to fears of a 
swine flu epidemic! 

Pupils from the Mary Webb School have been coming to the College after school once a week to practise 
their German skills using a range of IT-based resources. Year 13 students Abi Best and Dani Haywood have 
been helping out with teaching the course. 

Modern Foreign Languages  Dept news ...  

Health & Social Care Dept news ...  
As part of their Applied Health and Social Care A level stu-
dents are required to attend a variety of two day place-
ments in a Health and Social Care setting of their choice. 
These placements are predominantly for gathering infor-
mation for coursework however, students find the experi-
ence is invaluable and often fun. Many skills are devel-
oped during the short placement and in addition to this stu-
dents are expected to plan and organise their placement 
independently, thus increasing their confidence and organ-
isational skills. Recent placements have included residen-
tial homes, primary schools, day care facilities for specific 
needs and dental practices. 

Help for Haiti  
In response to the humanitarian crisis in Haiti 
over £350 has been raised. Josh Nolan organ-
ised a lunchtime performance for four College 
bands; Anne Morrisô tutor group arranged a 
cake bake and there was a collection around 
college by the Student Council. 

A new e-mail address (parents@ssfc.ac.uk) is 
now available to parents if they wish to contact 
the college with compliments or issues. For Ge-
neric information please use info@ssfc.ac.uk . 

New email address for parents  


